JAltruVision

A Lions Eye Bank

tearlfell [ellery & Elucles

from Cornea Recipients
and Donor Families

AltruVision is committed to enhancing a person’s quality of life
by restoring or improving vision through
corneal transplantation, medical research and education.



This book is dedicated to the selfless
donor families who make the gift of sight
a reality for so many who

would otherwise live in darkness. -

May we never forget their

altruistic acts of donation.

It is our sincere hope that this
collection of heartfelt letters and quotes
will serve as a reminder that our mission
leaves a legacy of sight for thousands of

grateful transplant recipients.
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A Lions Eye Bank
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How do you find the words to thank
someone for giving your daughter the

Gift of Sight? There are not enough thank
yous in the world to express our gratitude.
We will never be able to take away the
Immense loss they suffered, but we will
thank them every day for the rest of our
lives for bringing light to such a dark time.

TARA
Mallory's Mother

2 | ALTRUVISION




“ David had the most genuine heart. He was my
best friend in the world. He will be missed,

but | cherish every moment we spent together. ’,

JOAO DAVID FERRAZ
David’s Father
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Lam sorry for the foss of your family member. Ploase Know that the

cormea you donated is making a fuge difference in my life and me and’ my
Samily are extremely grateful,

My left eye hiad Fuch’s disease and was extremely painful] fike sand in my
eye. Vision was very poor and I coulsf only see sfiapes at times byt ,
everything was afways blurry. Much of the time 1 would Keep my left
eye closed. Right eye was O%K!

I never heard of this disease before this and doctors saif a corneq
transplant was the only solution. I was not looking forward to the
surgery. It now appears the Surgery was a complete successs

1 thank God “for Kind people like You and the skills of our medical
Dprofessionals,

Please Know that I will Pay this wonderful donation Sorwardt
Thank you!
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My daughter Alana is my hero. At the time of
her accident, she was just three days away from
graduating from Drexel University. Alana had
signed up to be an organ donor on her driver’s
license, and | remember her discussing it when
she learned to drive at 16. | knew that's what she
would’'ve wanted. Eyesight is something that can
be taken for granted when you have it. But | have
learned it is something to be appreciated and
treasured. | am so proud of my daughter for her
gift to two people who in turn were given

a second chance at life and the gift of sight.

DONNA
Alana’s Mother
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Dear Gift of Sight Recipient,

d
a beautiful young woman and a loving daughter, sister an cheloved
T iy
el et ol | rt class, she held her
children, she helped aut in the high school suppo ot
nd as he endured cancer treatments, she
fﬂr:nndﬂ:‘::\ir;nst?\::mre down and she would stop on th::tm:: rt;hl-:e“;p
sameone who dropped a bag of stuff. She waﬂmd:;cr: ! a;':crug-munw
she accomplished. She joved being part of the Hig g el
1 will never forget hosting the Crass-Country team ar poo i
o rties - she had the biggest smile at those parties. Her final gift w: o
::;au:l‘la prgan donation in which she saved five people’s Hr.;as and gave sig
two people. She should be remembered for her big heart!

God bless your family!

Qlanca agg 4 A

CANC e Unti| e, - Q\Sh-hq

e | ; lQ,S#" e
o, Cnng &Goﬁqb’;ﬁ;ﬁ .
:_)he quy‘(%\ L oy {iq oy

a IUL,';
=5 . %fﬂ.@f Far
i o e Q”Q Gisl oo
o 5 Uy SPerd C s nd_hay
L o As - LT -4 .f")rt.ﬁ.fmg_ <

Hella,

1 hope this message finds you well.

I¥'s been two years since my older brother Keith (lovingly referred to as James)
save the gift of kife.

We miss him dearly. James was very loyal and loved his family very much.

He loved fishing and music.

James was always there to help anyone he could.

We would 2o to a store and 1 would watch James stand at the entrance and hold
the door open for people while saying hello. It was those Little things that made a
difference to him.

Often, James would make it a point to mention the importance of organ donation.
He was very proud to help others.

The weck that James passed away | was driving home., [ suddenly realized the
place I had drove by countless times on my way home was the Gifl of Life center.
Thal was one of many signs from my brother, My family finds solace knowing we
could fulfill James wishes of helping others.
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‘ Registering as an eye, organ, tissue donor was Rickey's decision
and | couldn’t be more proud. Giving back is Rickey. , ,

DAWN
Rickey's Mother

Rickey restored sight for two individuals
In The Delaware Valley
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To the soulmate of Jagdish:

When my condition was diagnosed, | was devastated and not quite sure what the next steps were until
they told me | was a candidate for cornea transplants. Through the kindness and compassion of others
like your soul mate Jagdish this was a possibility for me. | am eternally grateful to him and yourself for
making this possible. Thanks to a very humble, intelligent and compassionate person like Jagdish my
eyesight has been restored. | truly believe he is walking and seeing with me as | continue through my
life. | will always feel his warmth and love as | am the recipient of his cornea transplants.
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Dear Transplant Recipsent & tamily,

| hope this lefter finds you well and that you ace heaking from your recent surgery. | wanbed 1o
reach oul to tell you & bl about the incrdible person who donated their cormeds 1o ghwe tha it
of sight 1o two pecple.

My husbard was the most penerous pamon | kv aver known. He dedicated much of his adult
B 1o giving back o othars, volunbeaning 1o help childnen with msdical conditions and rasing
maney for pediatric cancer researnch. His oyos hive seen marry adventunss—from skydiving, bo
waimming with sharks and manta rays, hiking the Swiss alps, walching sunnises and meteor
shownrs, and dimibing mountaing. He anjoyed Rshing from his kayak, spending tme al the lakes,
running, and playing with our dogs. Later in life, he became an avid wosdwaorker and filed our
heane with his besutiil creations. He was kind and cared deeply for everyond he mat. He was.
‘smant, handworking, and was confinuously mproving hirresedl and the worid anound him
mmnmmmmmmw good memaries, and lots of kove. | i him

Nﬂmw“mm-nmdﬂummwhmmmlﬁﬂm

contirue his legacy of ghing back to others. My hope is that you will ses all of the gaod thal this

ml'mm has io offer throwgh his eyes. Fieass sl i 1o reech out il you wish. §would kove i hear
wou.

Wishing yea th very bst,

ara
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Thanks to Jake's
donated corneal
tissue, two individuals
received the gift

of sight.

JAKE
Cornea Donor

“ We all miss Jake a lot... | heard (the recipients’) lives
were transformed. It was such an amazing gift. , ,

SHARON
Jake’s Mother
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Dear Donor Family,

pecause of the generosity of you and your loved one, | recelved My comea transplant on march
15, 2016. It has taken me this long o come up with the right words to express my gratitude for
this selfless gift. But please know, not a day has gone by since that | do not think about your
loved one and your family and appreciate the precious gift | was given. | now knaow there are ne
right words 5o | will speak from my heart.

Thank you far the kindness that you were abie to show beyond your grief. | am 34-years-old,
and 1 have a disease called keratooonus. | knew it was only time befare | would need to have a
cornea transplant. } avoided it for over 2 years but once it affected my work, | knew it was time.
in those 2 years prior to my transplant, | was a nurse working in a neonatal intensive care unit.
it had gotten to the polnt where | could not safely perform my job and care for the preamies
and their families du to MY poaor vision, constant 2ye tearing, and sharp pain.

Mow | have 20/20 yision in my right eye. | never imagingd that would be possible. And that
would not be possible without your loved one.

| can remember being in the pre-op area the day of my transplant, waiting 1o be taken back to
the aperating room and that Is when it hit me and | started to cry. In arder for me to be able to
ses again, anather farnily would have to go through the unimaginable. and | am so sorry for
your loss.

| hope that my constant thoughts of your Joved one and your family, My deep appreciation for
pory gift of sight, and knowing that a part of your |oved one will continue on will help ta ease @
fitte bit of your unthinkable pain.

Farever grateful,
ALHS&“ Tam "Ftﬂfﬂ% :
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mmwl&d\’&er‘ammmmarldw*nﬁaﬁnﬂrm‘e.jeshiﬁd‘mdwgbp
ﬁﬁ&pxawmﬁﬁﬂp\m\g nmmmmmmmdwm Becavss het

waswwprwsardhhtkrg g what we were od hee ision was
fpvibed o gt 0F course. wag nat Yo ypurney Domivic and T articipat
we'd be on 05 pnraﬂ'&bﬂ‘mmdcﬁ'\e erﬁmhh&thmbaﬂw

pest versonof s«e\?.mmﬂewh\'ﬂm!‘wmrﬂ.r\?\‘emww&mwmh ard
doctors W&wf*&wﬁmﬂmumdw&EgﬁhWMvﬂ&m&m
nmdeﬂwdgmhgaaheudw’fhbin’ccrdmmm\hgaphnﬁ &wﬁeh&wkswﬂ
ndds&wmmm*hekghar?a\wSmmd'm?rrs'rmﬁmhgqﬂm’fmpmfbﬂfﬁ.
2007 n e kﬂmudhwwwdmﬁpi“.mmmr@-ﬂ'm

%Iquwaﬁmﬂdﬁd&wﬁm1wmﬂ‘mhdhnﬁer
Fatt bt surger™y nﬁmmr.mmmmmwwmdhw%m
Yot we learned they were beown we fetf mﬁmhmawﬁmﬁomsme’rmhrd

Mmdm«?wge* Tifssmmﬂeehﬂwmrwdahrdwmm&w

E‘Immharmgmrrmhrrm Mwmﬂﬁm@sgﬁﬁmnmmu‘mld
Muenmgmdurmpedi’m‘.ardwﬁbwamaﬁwwedma Shne has had fwo clear
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‘ ‘ Words cannot adequately express my gratitude to your loved one,
as they have given the gift of our daughter smiling when she , ,

sees our faces, not just when she hears our voices...

W%it‘! ‘M"’Gf‘d"w"ﬁumﬁ T Le, Hhﬂ Iﬂl"d“e L)) J,HEE:E'S "uuj
Sb&aﬂ‘e

she loves 1o “truse the
mz.ﬂaymm}uﬁwmﬁ%h%wmwwwmrﬁ . g
wvﬂﬂ?‘*’ %ﬂmmdﬁﬂ:ﬁg Fﬂ?ﬁ Play peek—q-bg, 15 Congtor Ph foy, darce +o
e v v e sty

" 588 Neroelf iy

7€ e viudd ever bg gl s

knowing this blecy o2 To experience L dlso hope .

Ny went ! That

about her ml;:?, mm: ::;ﬁ;_‘:""m as curg lmzmg: ;::13: : ;:ﬁ -y
We have nchidog are ot s meh

m”ehﬂdmhﬂrb{’emﬁm fg#%m‘n‘“’mﬂ&am

eternaly grat 05 Thank you from fhe *Mpact her dangre

ratefd and again ecppas PRty anrmo!-'M},gm.ﬁmﬂw

ca"dlbaf'h ot by Al
il m'fhﬂ"fﬂf\ﬁpﬂrmﬂuy
H’ﬁ"klrgs’m
Hooven atepu
S+‘3Fhﬂr'i€: Domirie ¢ Eliang
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‘ ‘ Allen was a character bigger than life itself. He was a very honest
man. He was a civil rights advocate in the 1960s. He believed in and
practiced tolerance. He became a grandpa, which is something that

he wanted desperately for many years. His grandson Benny , ,
was born 16 months before Allen passed away.

LEAH
Allen’s Wife

ALLEN
Cornea Donor
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‘ ‘ It Is just impossible to express our gratitude to someone
who would be so thoughtful and willing to help someone Iin
need. |t puts us on a path to a new and improved quality
of life for our daughter. , ,

BRIAN
Svea’s Father
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Hello My Donor Family,

s have been such @
ce.Your

d that's

The past two year -
wonderful and gratefu\ experien

loved-one gave me sight again an
one of the greatest things on earth.

| have my license and car now.This is my
hout the

st year at Newark Charter. Wit
| wouldn't be

complete

la
help of your loved-one,

able to have @ license, cal,
high school, and go 10 college.

Sincerely,

Cameron

August 9, 2016
Diear Donor's Family,

Thank you for your mast gracious gift of sight. It was truly an act
of kindness and thoughtfulness that will resound thro ugh time

| have recently cetired. My life's desire was to take it far multi-
months trip acrass the cou ntry. Through your Kindness, | will again
e able ta drive. 1 will see sunrise at the Grand Canyon once
again, 'l be able 1o see the moass in Jenny Lake at the Grand
Tetons. Il be able to look down from Half-Dome at Yosemite
National Park.

Dnce again, life is limited only by our own imagination.

{ve been an active yolunteer In my comm unity for a number of
years, Now | will be seeking voluteer positions at the national
parks and intraducing those visitors to the beauty of our national
parks.

%o, In 3 way, your gift will enable others to 5&& the glorious parks
thraugh his/her eyes.

| chose, wishing biessings to all in your family.

Most kindly and respectfully

Pty ) .
o o

AN

Bert, cornea recipient
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TIFFANY
Cornea Donor

Tiffany's life wasn't just a blessing to her family and the people
who received her gift. She left a mark on many. She continues
to live through the people she has helped—her family,
her friends, her peers and her corneal recipients.

ALTHEA
Tiffany's Mother
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Hello..

My son passed away almost a year ago. He wranted to be an organ donor, and his

wishh was granted by his Toving family.

We are ready 1o contict his organ yecipients, and woulld like them
{he mias who hopefully gave thert the gift of life. His sister cotddut huve wrole S
about him more beautifully.in describing the kind of persan e weas. She wrole - —
ks remorial, and 1 will share part of it with you: -

e enjeyed goad food, watching Marvel pcvics and listening 10 all kisds of J——) (72_/ }
- -
msbe. His own langh was intfectious, but making other peophe laugh was one of et

hiis favorite pastimes, avid he s damn ood a1 1. His farnily crediis him with ?: )
loved by him nlen 3"’/ A= :-’"é"ﬂ"'/lé—ﬂu—

Deing il funniest persan they know. Thise Tucky enough o be

Enew it a4 ZENCRoUS M, 50 0o e was surprised b ear that he isan ) )
< Hamm. fa A o= -

argan donor, Even after his passing, he is giving what he can 10 those in need.

1o know about

His proudest achievement was ecoming a faiher o his beautiful, silly, happy wd . y’ i dine el

son, Watcliingg him with his son was & trac Jeory-his hove, patience, and wdomation - read el i"'ﬂ-: ?M.-
when they were logether was peyond mexsre. _e’:acde,. e g Lo E}r (_,)_g,,_‘__n'_

“Fio have Jnoeen hiw at his best weas a gift, He will be mmissed FOreveT.: = ) Cq‘r:;f_,,t,-‘_t . e (bt
W worild Tike 10 know Biow you are all doing. And hopefutly meet with you if Ahe Ay i e f‘ 7/&-*#&’,-6__
you are williang. We lave you just kenowing you hve at piece of i, I mot, we

sy ponn well. v . R 2 P S 3‘

Sincercly and with Towe, /"JL-G] % f . .
Kare s 4O M"? r_..bv—,c:;ﬁz/ Eg - ,i

¥ S -
,;ﬂr—-'jiﬁ:‘ .
P Dave was the midd -
. A ,é""i%ﬁ fﬁ ity :lmll of 5 siblings, having an older brother and sister and a
P t"( ) r and sister. He was 40 years old, He was si
i . Ay i &
children. He worked as a server in multiple restaurants o

Diave was a kind
e m;icutlc,ﬂr{lm and funny guy. He lit up the room when he
cach person feel special when he talked to them

Dave loved ;
photography and fireworks and hotdogs. He was especially known

for his DANC MG, He was als SCUIB, d. Dave had teo nieces, 4 and 8. He
| BA certific Ao L
' |

would look forward to Hallowee
bring a smile : n and kved showing up in costum :
to their faces, ea, anything o

Dave made i
friends easily and everyone who ever met him or worked with hi
L1t

loved him. He would
o out of his way for
He was accepting of EVERYONEI! way for anyone and saw the good in everyone.

Darve was a wery 1“@!‘“-1“ ¥ hm@
wl‘t of our famil 1 I'w
and his sdt has 1
your 13.“11.‘) ha“! 135 and health, That's wh Jed ha
A al Dhave woll ve wanted.

Best withes from Dave'’s m.

Gary
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.’]/hc ON'I Y rea Sn

T can S¢e IS heuse
Someone DONATED their

C ORNEAS|

About Us

AltruVision, the region’s local nonprofit eye bank,

Is entrusted with restoring sight and preventing
blindness by recovering, processing, and
distributing cornea tissue for transplant surgery
in our community and around the world.

The work we are privileged to do would not

be possible without individuals who choose to
create a legacy of sight for others. There is no
substitute for human tissue. The transplantation
process depends upon the gift of cornea
donation from one human to another.

Interested in learning more?

Join the AltruVision community!

Visit us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or the AltruVision website:

n www.facebook.com/altruvision J www.AltruVision.org

—‘ @AltruVision 1®1] @altruvision1
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Cornea transplantation is the most common and
successful transplant surgery and gives people
the chance to live an independent life with
restored vision.

Since 1957 AltruVision has helped coordinate
nearly 50,000 transplant surgeries in Delaware,
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

Become involved by visiting AltruVision.org or
email us at info@altruvision.org. Register to
become an eye, organ, and tissue donor yourself
today to help someone see tomorrow, visit
https://registerme.org/.

aOf-A0] AltruVision
i"f:" 401 North 3rd Street
[=] Suite 305

Philadelphia, PA 19123
215-563-1679



Send a Note

If you would like to write to the recipient of your loved one's corneas,

please send your letter to the following address:

AltruVision
, 401 N. 3rd Street, Suite 305
Philadelphia, PA 19123

Due to HIPAA confidentiality laws, please do not include any personal
information such as name, telephone number or email address in your

correspondence. Thank you for your selfless gift of kindness.

JAltruVision

A Lions Eye Bank
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Get Involved!

Join the AltruVision community!

Visit us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or the AltruVision website:

n www.facebook.com/altruvision J www.AltruVision.org

"] @Altruvision
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@altruvision1
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AltruVision

401 North 3rd Street
Suite 305
Philadelphia, PA 19123

215-563-1679



